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PHOUGH, I am not qualified as a public 
_ ſpeaker, yet at ſuch a time as this, I am willing 


to, throw my mite into the ſcale of public teſtimony, 


and zealous attachment to the privileges of Proteſtants 

in this country, which are evidently in danger by the 
 craftineſs of our civil Counſellors, and the careleſsneſs 

of our fellow Proteſtants. The laſt of theſe, are in a 
great meaſure laid aſleep by the falſe colouring ſome- 
things have received, from ſuch as do not mean well 
to what ought to be dearer to us than even life itſelf. 
I ſhall at preſent confine myſelf to three of theſe things, 
which are ſo miſrepreſented, as to hinder many of our 
fellow Proteſtants, from joining with us in this manner 
of vindicating our religious rights and liberties. _ .. 


I) he firſt is, an opinion that our civil privileges our 


are in danger by our preſent adminiſtration, and as 
there is no evil deſign againſt our religious rights, ſo 
there is no need for ſuch anxious concern about them. 


To this it may be replied, that I heartily approve of 
that well conducted zeal that is at preſent going through 


England for the preſervation of our civil privileges. 


But what is it, in that reſpect, we ſo much complain of? 


Is it not the arbitrary meaſures of our civil rulers in the 
management of our civil affairs? Theſe ſame rulers 
have done many things which have a. very unfavour- 
able aſpect towards the Proteſtant intereſt, both at 
home and abroad; which baneful influence of their's, 
has a worſe tendency than any thing they can do with 
reſpect to our civil affairs. It is true, the ſmart of the 


one may be ſooner felt, and more generally, as it in- 


volves all thoſe who have little or no concern about re- 
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of the one and the other : There IG arbitrary 
meaſures in civil things, where the Proteſtant religion is 
left free; the one does not neceſſarily infer the deſtruc- 
tion of the other. But. om tie 6rh 1 _ r N . 
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Papifts to fave theit properties.” For it is a well known | 
fact, chat every thing thar Proteftants. A even life 
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n crit influence of Papery ; "and what their 7 
render " mercies are, Britain, And oller countries, have 


felt to their wöful experience! Po EAN and SLAVERY | 


we inleperable.” Therefore; a redreſs of ſuch grievan- 
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hive bound themſelves to be peaceable; ſubjects, b by an 
th 


dath of our own contriving! ? .I beg the, patience 0 


audience, till Ll only mention four” particulars e n 1 


5 ing their taking this oath, Which render it no end ; 
to 10 1 Proteſtant againſt the malighiry of Popith prin; 


eiples 
e criminality of 1 the adibtoiifard? of this oath; 


His hereſy, in their View, renders him entirely incaj a. | 


ble of all ſuch Acts. There is nothing legal or binding 
that @ heretie does, either civil or religious, according 
to their principles. He cannot even diſpoſe of his own 
property ; for by a ſtanding law of a general council of | 


airs, the eſtates of heretics are, PSO HAC con- 
n 8 0 anne .  kſeated 


8814 1 


iT. 58 1 


Slested rom the moment of their hereſy; and if they diſ- 


poſe of any thing either by Will, Sale, or Contrack, 
it is null: and void; and by the laws of the Popiſh 


Church, Papiſts may ſeize upon their effects as right 


_ owners, whenever they have power and opportunity. 


Of what conſequence is it then, to the ſecurity of Pro- 
teſtants, for a Papiſt to take an oath from one he holds 


to be an heretic, ſince ee e e this, and every 
| other ſuch: act is null and void? orc G N 


A Proteſtant needs not think it Brache that Papiſte 


hold ſuch actions of Proteſtants null and void; for in 


other reſpects, the Proteſtants pay the ſame ropard to 


the moſt folemn acts of Papiſts towards them. What 


Proteſtant is troubled about his being excommunicated _ 


by the Pope and his Cardinals on Maunday Thurſday 


every year? We are no way afraid of ſuch thunders 
having any effect upon us, as they are null and void ad- 
cording to our principles: in like manner the Papiſts 


hold all the obligations laid upon them by Proteſtants 
$6 be null and void; for being heretics, they have no 
power of diſpoſing of what they call their own proper- 


ty, much leſs of binding Catholics "OF me NY 


_— can lay upon them. 
2. The religion of Papiſts Mok Gn mental; dete 


vatiom in all their dachs and promiſes with heretics, and 
that in ſuch latitude, that while they are engaging to 
one thing, they may mean another, yea, a direct con- 


trary thing to the evident meaning of What they are 
engaged to. One fatal inſtance we have of this in 
our King James II. Who being in bargain with the 


Pope for the Engiſh nation, and entertaining his Nun- 


cio for that purpoſe in England; being atked how 


this conduct agreed with his coronation oath, in Which 


he ſware to maintain the eſtabliſhed church of Eng- 
land? Replied, that there could be no other church 
eſtabliſhed in England but the Roman Catholic, and 
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be meant no-orherin taking that oath.” This of itſelf 
was ſufficient reaſon, had there been no more, for- 
making thoſe laws by King William for f̃eſtricting Pa- 
piſts: and now when theſe laws are rendered uſeleſs 
by a repeal, what fecurity can there be from the oatn 
of a Papiſt, who is allowed the power of —— = | 
ay; 1 thing than what he ſwears? 
But if neither of theſe two wilt ſatisfy! che Papiſt; he 
can turn to another ſtanding e ee a received arth> 

rY . of the Popifi religion, vi. 

3. That no oaths, promiſes, or other obligatibns 
ads to be kept when the intereſt of Holy Church calls 
for the breaking of them. What a bare: faced impo- 

tion, for them to affirm, and even fwear, that this is no 
pPartof a Papiſt's religion! When iris ſo well known to 
be a fixed maxim in the Churchof Rome, eſtabliſed 
Hy general councils, avowed: by their Doctors, and 
What many in their plotting miſchiefs have fallen mar- 
cyrs to. No perſon can be a Papiſt who ſincerely denies 
this to be a fixed point in the Popith religion; and he 
ho believes it as a part of his religion, can give no 
ſecurity; for his peaceable behaviour to Proteſtants, | 
whom he deems heretics. This one principle unhinges 
all the obligations he can come under, whether by 
gatlis, promiſes, bonds, or whatever he fays or does 
cy that purpoſe. King James II. laid himfelf under 
| allobligations human and dirine, to preſerve the conſti- 
tation pure and entire in church and ſtate. Did he do 
o:? The ſons of Rome are too mighty for the cords of 
oaths and obligations by which they are bound, they 
become as rotten flax, when the ſpirit of Popery comes 
upon them. They promiſe and fwear through POLICY 
aud break and betray by PRINCIPLE: They devoutiy | 
hold it ſinful to be true to any but their own ſect. fl 
But there is: ſtill another reafon why Proteſtants 
can have no ſecurity from the oaths of Papiſts, and it 
4s what never "ny Papiſt called in W 


n 


e 
4 That the pope and his clergy have adiſpenſing power 
with oaths, promiſes, or other obligations a Papiſt max 
come under to heretics, — a power to pardon the breach 
of ſuch obligations, if the perſon is ſo nice in his con- 
ſcience as to think he needs pardon, Which is ſeldom 
the caſe, as it is eſteemed meritorious to renounce all 
for the good of the holy church, Here is a ſalve al- 
ways at hand for every ſore of this ſort. And if one 
is perſuaded that he does God ſeryice by breaking 
an oath or promiſe, what ſecurity can any perſon have 
from either the one or the other? So unlimited is their 
diſpenſing power, that the Couneil of Trent affirms, 
That the church can diſpenſe in ſome things forbid- 
den by the law of God, and if any thall queſtion, 
< this, or ſay the contrary, he is Ac RED. Our: 
King Henry the IIId. had a diſpenſation from the 
Pope to ſet him at liberty from the oaths: he had taken 
to maintain Ma NA CHART A, and the other guar- 
dian privileges of the people of England, Is the hand 
of his Holineſs now ſhortened, that it cannot ſave? 
Let Britons beware! All ee ele by Haths or other- 
wiſe, from Papiſts are nothing before this diſpenſing: 
and pardoning power;z—it- is daily practiſed by the 
prieſts, and when opportunity ſerves, this Hath, in 
| which deluded Proteſtants place their ſecurity, will be 
inſtantly blown away by a breathot Apen Poets! Y 
a pardon, or abſolution: .- 
Here are four Popiſh principles, . which effetually 
deſtroy the ſecurity propoſed to Proteſtants by this 
oath, and every other obligation Papiſts can come un- 
der to them, Each of them is ſufficient with a Papiſt 
who knows his own prinęiples, much more when taken 
together, to make void his ſolemn engagements. If a 
Papiſt, in taking this oath, has any one or more f 
eſe principles 1 in view, bo has no more regard to the; 


path than as it Houſes. or deceives fuck. As. 888 has no 
power? 


. 
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poner at preſent to ruin; but when the power and 
e e are given him, he will, from the influence 
theſe prineiples act contrary to the oath, and ſhew - 
he held it null and void when he took it. But were 
it poſſible for a Papiſt, eſpecially a prieſt; or one in or- 
ders, to take this oath without the conſideration of 
any one or more of theſe Principles, we ought, 
to hold ſuch a one as the vileſt of all miſcreants; be- 
cauſe he profeſſes, and if in orders, he has ſworn to 
maintain theſe and other principles of Popery, which 
by this oath he fwears to renounce. Now, ean a man 
fincerely ſwear to two things Which he knows to be 
directiy oppoſite? Can a man of any conſcience believe 
one thing, and fwear the eontrary ?—He muſt be 
ſuch a villain as no man can ſafely truſt. But this is 
certainly the caſe, if any Papiſt has taken this bath in 

the true ſenſe and meaning of it. So that it is plain 
their taking this oath can be no ſecurity to Proteſtants | 
3 baneful influence of Popery:— For if the 

wearers have zny of theſe principles in view, we ares 

_ deceived; if ey have not, they are wretches tllat 
nd man ſhould trüſt. There ate many particulars in 
that oath, which no Papiſt that knows his on principles 

_ eff allow, without firſt renouncing Popery, Which tho 

25 I does nor e 10 66: I is true what the Poet 
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. 5 proves "ie to his own m religion,” = 6 
em fure will never prove true to me“? 

Fatal experienee has taught Proteſtants their Gras: at⸗ 
tachment to theſe principles, which has been- the 
foundation of the bloody ſcenes acted in France, Ire, 
land; Britain, and other nations, againſt heretics, and 
will be the ruin of the Proteſtant religion in Britain as 

ſoon as occaſion ſhall offer for the e 4H ag of; their 

Wonted wickedneſs, © 19, $3247 

I. They ſwear allegiance to hb preſent Majeſly.qnd 
* Were er ve . | 


oe 
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4; They ſwear to defend him and them againſt all 
enemies whatſoever: 
3. They ſwear to diſcloſe all conifpiracies againſt his 


perſon, crown, and dignity. 5 


4. They fear to maintain the ſucceſſion in his fa- 
mily. | 


5. They | renounce and abjure the Pretender and his 
| lyncciors: 


6. They renounce the killing ary perſon for being 
a heretic: _ 
7. They revonnearbe Popiſh tenet, that no eich is 


to be kept to heretics, 


8. They renounce that principle, char ar © or 
other perſons excommunicated by the Pope or his cler- 


gy may be depoſed or killed by any perſon. 


9. They renounce the ape s civil nee in 


Britain, 852 


10. They bocks that they rake the oath 4 in the plain 
meaning of the words, without IO or ditpenta- 
tion already granted. 

11. They ſwear that they cannot be Achjnitted from 


the oath before God or many or abſalred from the obs 
Bauder e f 


12. They ſweur; that if the Pope; or ahy alle: per- 
fon ſhould pretend to diſpenſe or annul this oath, that 
they ſhall hold all ſuch pretenſions null and void. 

All theſe are contrary to the received principles of a 
Papiſt; and, therefore, a foundation is laid for the 


ſtrongeſt ſulpicion, that his has one or more of the 


above mentioned paruculars in view in taking che 


 eath. 


en Roy two of chefs: arguments, by which 
many are perſuaded that there is no preſent neceſſit 7 
to appear in ſupport of the Proteſtant religion, I ſhall 


There to another which has the ſame tendency. 


here is n more obſervable in human nature 
8 IS 4 15.4 3 than 
Go Ee 


{RS 3 


, 
Z/ 


oh. 
td 


hs pn, 8 * % 3 N 
** wy. * 
8 4 * 22 F 
W r 
by — 2j ores —B en be er er 
bones PID) —— 
* 


; 
* * . " f * a * 
—— — — — — A 5 5 2 2 p — — a — D * — — 8 
. A . * . 5 4 * 3 7 r „W — — ge en - — * 1 * i 0 . 
r eee dt 5 —.— — *** . 
9 R * „ * * 3 5 A ——_— * nnn aac. ad * — " N , — * 2 8 * * 
9" * 4 * r "I - * * — a, S on 6 2 rn ee bi Gang 5 e ot IN Ca wail - 3 — « Ny * 3 . „ 

© "Iv , « o Rp" 9 Pen * * my _ pe 1 — — 4 5 - I F n EST TIES 4 um "ROY YE = 
5 2 * ver. — AD 9 e Were = 6— — ts ae 4 ® P 8 * 4 

GEE * _ „ * =O - n N 2 —— — * 1 

% 
8 . 
£ ' 
. 5 
_ 7 
@ 1 1 > 4 
1 > 


_—_——— — — 


— 


being to reſtrain 


2 * 


as + 5 
than that forgetfulneſs and' :inſenſibiliey of the ene 


evils which can come upon men (even ſuch” as have 
threatened ruin to themſelves, and every ching dear to 


5 oy when diſtance of time has intervened; and they 


have 


ad à ſeaſon of eaſe from the immediate apprehen- 
ſions of them. Na tranquility naturally produceth 
indolence, forgetfulneſs of former ills, and inſenſibility 
of preſent enjoyments. What Proteſtant in Britain 


did not tremble at the dread of Popery in 16887? Bur 


ſince, it is dreſſed in a leſs horrible garb, and by its 
friends repreſented to be no more that miſchievous, 
bloody thing it was formerly; nay, it is even affirm- 
ed, That Popery is now reformed, and become a quite in- 


nicent, peaceable vg: among Proteſtants.—It is true, 
they do not murder b 77 thouſands, nor lay deſolate 


crouds of unhappy families, as they formerly did. But 


did theſe bloody ſcenes end till Papiſts were reſtricted 
by laws?—Tkheſe laws have kept them to order, andus 
| e why then ſhould ſuch neceſſary barriers be 

broken down Let us look back to what our fathers 


have ſuffered; and be taught to feel and defend the 


bleſſings we Poſfols, . Principles which are believed, 


will always have the ſame influence. Though eireum- 
ſtances alter the manner of their conduct, who are under 


the power of * ak erous principles, hen laus are in 
cir pernicious influence; and thoſe 


who hold them may live peaceably, for fear of rheſe 


las; yet when the laws are removed, they act with 
impunity, from theſe evil principles, Tf were for- 
merly under reſtrantt. 5 


Papiſts themſelves dare not affirm, with any . 


of conliſtency, that Popery is, or can be reformed; 
for by doing ſo, they would deſtroy the'two grand pit 
lars on which the whole fabric is ſupported; infallibility 


and ſupremacy; conſequently, the Babel-building 


e it be * as TOs or * ſo far 
as 


would be ruined at once. The whole of their ſyſtem, 


. Lu HF 


as it differs from the religion of Proteſtants, is ound: 
ed upon, and ſupported by theſe two; and a reformation » 
in one or both would deſtroy the very exiſtence of Po- 
pery. What is infallible needs no reformation, - can 
admit of no alteration. No fear, ſay they, for Paopery 
is reformed. In the name of Wonder! who has reform 
ed it? Can Proteſtants be ſo ignorant as not to know, 
that God hath ſaid, it ſhall not be reformed, but de- 
ſtroyed? There is no true Proteſtant who: does not 
know the diſmal character given to Popery in the ſa- 
cred records; do they ſay it is to be reformed? No: 

_ —Evyery thing that can be collected concerning it, 
from that quarter, makes the picture worſe and Worſe, 
till final and total deſtruction overtake the baneful 
ſyſtem. Where is that Proteſtant-commentator fo ſa - 

gacious as to ſind this re formation in the Bible From 

the firſt account of Rome to the laſt in that ſacred book, 
deſtruction is the burden of the ſong. Even ancient 
Baalum aid, their ſhips ſhould: afflict A bur and Eber, 
but they ſhould periſſi for ever. If am one who thinks 


Popery is reformed, vill but read the xvii. xvii. and 


ix. chapters of che Revelations, he will ſee the fatal 
exit of the Whore of Babylon, that has for many years 
been drunk with the blood of laints, Nba our Modern 

Gentlemen ſay is now reformed. 

There may be a reformation from Patents: or a re- 
eee of Papiſis, and I heartily-wiſh that there 
vere a thonſand for every one that has been reform- 
ed: but to ſay, that Popery is, or ever ſhall be reform - 
ed, is to give Gp the lie, who has expreſsly ſaid, it 
newer ſhall be: And Whether it be right to believe. 

80 or men, judge ye. 

After Papiſts were tired with ſhedding bids fate” 
intrigues, plots, and rebellions, they have for a long: 
time heen playing another game; they have been placid: * 
and n J but wehen whether we ought 8 ma, 

e W | reg 
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* the heavier ſtorm —_ very {till and ſullen a 
calm. Like waters which run ſilently under- ground, they 
will break forth with that unbounded deſtruction with 
which the poiſonous ſtreams of their principles inſpire 
them, as ſoon as they feel themſelves freed from the 
mounds of reſtricting laws, and every thing ripe for open 
action. I could here mention ſeveral facts to prove 
that the genuine ſpirit of Popery is ſtill remaining in . 
notwithſtanding this pretended reformation. Among 
many, one inſtance is, that perfidious and cruel affair in 
17235, at Thorn, a Hanſe- Town in Germany, which was 
| 2 by Proteſtant laws and magiſtrates, who gave 
ſuch liberty to the Papiſts, as to have ſeminaries of 
education, and their worſhip in the moſt public man- 
ner. But not ſatisfied with ſuch privileges, they were 
continually plotting the ruin of the Proteſtant intereſt | 
in that city, which at laſt they effected, by making a 
riot themſelves, in which the furniture of i their college 
ſuffered. But not content with indemnification, they 
privately made intereſt with the Dyet of Poland, who 
appointed a commiſſion to try the objects of their ma- 
lice. This commiſſion condemned the magiſtrates and 
others un heard, while they were employed in their 
common buſineſs, upon the information of their invete- 
rate enemies. But fearing the influence of the inter- 
poſition of the Kings of Pruſſia and Denmark, who 
had written to the King of Poland in favour of the 
city and magiſtrates, they ſent a General and 2400 
troops to ſeize on the objects of their fury, and imme- 
diately executed the ſentence of the commiſſion in the _ 
moſt barbarous manner, and that eight days ſooner. 
than was fixed by the ſentence of the commiſſion. 
They cut off the hands of the magiſtrates,—ſtrangled 
and burnt ſome,--and quartered others, in a manner roo 
ſhocking to mention! And all, becauſe they did not 
hinder what they could not, a mob raiſed by the Pa-. 
piſts, and continued 5 the —_ a . 
This 


— 


"iy FE h 9 * - > i "7 VO "'S.. » * 
FEE ˙—wůö . . — — A ö — 
— oy es — ͤ6b²⁰¹wꝛ ͤ—K EOS 
E Olay pee. 2 D * ” 
- 


_— — z ̃ iI = 
m — 


_- 


— 


— —— . — — 
A 1 2... er Ihe WO BT 
TO NT — 

— 


—ů ů ˙²ð⁵ 
— 


L * 1 


This was the. bleſſed effect of unbounded icing 
ro Papiſts in a Proteſtant city; and his is one ſample} 
of that reformation Popery has attained to in late years,” 
which its friends boaſt ſo much of. What can Britain 
expect, when the laws which defended her privileges 
are repealed, and Popery, unreſtrained, ſtalks through- 

the breadth and length of the land! From ſuch re. 
Err let rege e LoRD DELIVER. ö 
dn er 2 
At preſent 1 ſhall: content myſelf with obſerving, 
that the Papiſts taking an oath to betray us into a fatal 
indifference, about our guardian priyileges, which they 
are ſilently undermining and deſtroying, looks too 


much of a piece with that circumventing policy, which 


has been always made uſe of by the Church of Rome 


to ſubdue theſe kingdoms of light and liberty, to her 


dominion of darkneſs and chains, to which the deſcent. | 
is eaſy, but from which there is no redemption. 

I ſhould now afk pardon for taking up ſo much 1 
that time which might have been ſpent to better pur- 
poſe.— Only permit me to obſerve, that this is a cauſe 
in which every denomination of Proteſtants ſhould: be 
_ equally zealous, without any regard to the party names 
of Epiſcopal, Preſbyterian, Independent, Baptiſt, or 
other names which have been the occaſion of much 
contention among themſelves; but here the cauſe is 
common to them ALL, Let them conſider what is at 
ſtake, . The conſtitution of this country, and the ſucceſ- 
ſion to the crown of Great - Britain in the preſentreign- 

ing family — The Proteſtant religion in theſe lands The 
peace and ſafety of poſterity— Their own lives, reli- 
gion and property.—Theſe are the things in danger 
theſe are the things their duty calls them at preſent to 
defend. The Papiſts will make no difference, when 
they have the power, in deſtroying their Proteſtant pri- 
yileges; they ſhould therefore unite in a zealous and 
common 
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common eben which they may do without any. fear 
of the imputation af perſecution; a baſe inſinuation 
with which the friends of Popery do charge us. Is it per- 
ſecution in any of you to ſhut your doors at night, to pre- 
ſerve your bodies and goods from perſons of miſchie- 
vous principles and practice? Is he a perſecutor who 
prepares for ſelf defence againſt the attempts of rob- 
bers when on a journey? No more are Proteſtants for 
defending themſelves by law againſt principles ſo ini- 
mical to cheir liberties, lives, and religion. The laws 
naw repealed have exiſted ninety years, and in all that - 

time, where is the proſecution cõmmenced and eoun- 
tenanced againſt a Papiſt who lived orderly and peace- 
ably? This ſhows for what end we want theſe laws in 
being; not to perſecute Papiſts, but to preſerve our- 
ſelves. + He who has a perſecuting ſpirit is no true Pro- 
teſtant; for the book which is the ſtandard of Proteſt- 


ant principles, every where condemns all fpecjes--of. 


Perſecution. It is enough for us that we are defended 
from the violence of others, whoſe principles tend to 
pexſecution, and all we crave forethis precious purpoſe 
is, the exiſtence of theſe laws which we ſind have had 
that ſalutary effect for time paſt, the repeal of which, 
leaves us expoſed to the wanton cruelties of thoſe, who 
upon principle have gloried in our e d ee 
= 6 in our Agruction. 7805 
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* Was 1 at the 8 Meeting, That d x was not a proper 
time for petitioning, as it was not likely the fame : parliament who made 
the lawn favour of Popery would N it.“ Is anſwer Une, letthe 
obſerwations following be conſidered. 
. That this bill was introduced into the Houſe of 3 in the : 
latter end of the ſeffion, without previous notice, and hurried . through 
dhe houſe when there were not a fixth part of the members preſent. So 
4 we know not what would have been the fate of the bill, had there 
been a full houſe, and proper time to conſider the natural conſequences 
of it. And when theſe circumſtances in paſſing the bill are conſidered, 
it muſt be raſh in any one to determine that the parliament will __ 


A8 for a "ae to it, 


7 


2. 


2. Though the Houſe of Commons may be diſſolved, the other two 
parts of the legiſlature remain, to which petitions may be preſented a- 
5 beer. to the Englith conſtitution, though the Houſe of Commons ſhould 
ſee meet to reject them. i eee 1 VB 
3. In all caſes of ſo intereſting a nature, tlie ſooner petitions are pre- 
ſented the better, while the grievances are recent, and before the conſe- 
quences of them prove fatal. In this caſe, it is ſafer both to Proteſtants 
and Papilts to have it repealed now than any time after. To the one it 
is dangerous to remain unrepealed, and to the other, it will do more 
harm to refer the repeal ef it until they have propagated their intereſt by 
labour and expence upon the ſecurity of this law, all which muſt be loſt 
to them, as. being deſtroyed by a repeal. So that the ſooner it is repeal- 
ed, it muſt be ſafer to the one, and eaſier to the other, t | 
4. If the petitions for a repeal are preſented to this parliament, the 
treatment they receive will point out the character of the preſent mem- 
bers, and will be of the greateſt advantage to the electors in Britain in 
their choice of members for a new parliament. And were there no more 
advantage to follow the petit ions being preſented to this parliament, this 
alone is ſufficient to determine every proteſtant to do what he can to for- 
ward them. 55 £ | | og 
5. Had the people in Scotland reaſoned in the manner that ſome in 
England do, it is more than probable, the laws in favour of Popery would 
have extended to that country. They had the ſame reaſon to refer their 
oppoſſtion to Popery until a new parliament, that is advanced for not 
petitioning this parliament. Bnt they took a contrary method, and the 
conſequence proves they acted right, as their ſpirited oppoſition hinder- 
ell the extenſion of that law in favour of Popery to that part of Britain. 
And it is probable, if Proteſtants in England would join in petitioning, 
it would have the fare effect in repeating the law already made, as the 
Scotch oppoſition had in hindering the making a law for that kingdom. 
6. It is ſtrange to hear CHRISTIANS and PROTESTANTS uſing ſuch an 
argument for the neglect of an acknowledged duty! They own the law 
is dangerous and ſhould be repealed, ** but they are certain it will not 
anſwer that end to petition at this time, becauſe the parliament will not 
hear or regard our petitions.” But who told them this? They are be- 
come extremely ſagacious and intelligent, when they can determine ſo 
peren:ptorily on a future event of that nature. But like all modern for- 
tune-tellers, they forget that God has the hearts of kings in his hand, 
and can turn them as he pleaſeth. And who it is that ſays, By me 
kings reien, and princes decree juſtice; by me princes rule, and nobles, 
even all the judges of the earth.” There is no ſinall degree of infidelity 
in ſuch concluſions on this ſabje&t. Had ſuch reaſoning been always a rule 
of conduct, all the great things done by the Saints recorded in Scripture 
would have been dropped, and our reformation from Popery {till to be- 
Ein. Sucha ſtrain of reaſoning is no leſs than aſſuming the prerogative 
of God, and paſling a ſevere ſentence upon men. lt is ſaying, that 
Zoo members of the Houſe of Commons are ſo void of conſcienceand con- 
ſideration, as to confirm a reſolution of 40 of their members, entered up- 
on and diſcuſſed without that conſideration which the nature of the ſub- 
ect required. But we ſtill hope better things of them, and when they 
| | | | have 
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have maturely conſidered the tendency of that BI, they will ſee rauſe to 
. Tepeal it. But if they ſhould not, Petitioners have exonerated themſelves 
in endeavourinꝑ to prevent the evils which are likely to follow ſuch a 


law in favour of Popery: The Petitions will remain memorials of their 


. zeal for the preſervation of their religion, and the lives of their fellow 
. Chriſtians, and may tend to animate and rouſe the luke - warm and indif- 


ferent, to attend to their proper duty, at a time ſo pregnant with danger 


to every thing that is dear to Proteſtants. But whatever may be the con- 
- ſequences, ſuch as are conſcious of preſent duty in Petitioning for the pre- 
ſervation of our religious privileges, willleave the event to God, who of- 
ten diſpoſes of ſuch public and intereſting events in a manner which no- 


W could e or wiſdom of men foreſee: * 


1 


To preſerve unſuſpe&ing Proteſtants from being deceived by Worves 
in SHEEP's CLOATHING, is preparing for the PREss, 


Tie MASK DROPPED; 
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